MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 2nd October 2025 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N. Tiffin (Chairman).
Mr R. Cobb (Vice Chairman).
Mr T Lloyd
Mr T. Dawson
lan Williams
Tracy Westgate (NHC Community Partnership Officer)
Public attendees : lan Govier , Ben Tagg, Annie Hull, Derek Mc Hattie, Carol Whitear,

Ani Ground, Lizzie Gabriel, Tony Smyth , Angelo Ruggieri ,
David Clifton.

Apologies: - Steve Jarvis and Tom Tyson

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 3™ July were agreed. Proposed by Tony
Lloyd and seconded by Tony Dawson.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda:
None
3. Correspondence: Nothing to report.

4. Planning:

4.1
Planning Application: Planning Consultation No 25/-2229/FPH Hinxworth House, Hinxworth.

This a re application for the already approved but not acted upon annex, HPC have no objection to this
application by unanimous vote.

4.2
Planning application: Planning consultation No 25/02042/FP Hinxworth Place , Hinxworth

Change of use from a Dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to a Residential institution (Use Class C2) for adult
mental health care.

A considerable number of the public turned up to the meeting to debate the application.

The opposition to this is considerable based a number of aspects of the application and suitability of the
building for the purpose along with access and safety for residents and patients.

The chair summarised this as follows:

1. The House is Grade 2 * listed and is in not designed to support 7 adults and the support staff for the
intended purpose, plus this property is linked to a private residence which houses a family with a young child.
2. The application does not consider the impact on the small community around the property

3. No investment modifications are intended to the property, so aspects like Fire Safety, Routes of access,
health and the general safety for those living in the property or adjoining properties have not been taken into
account

4. The access road is single file and a long way from the main road. This road operates as access for the
small number of residents but also acts as a footpath and bridleway. The increase in amount of traffic to



support both residents and staff would have a huge impact on this and is therefore deemed unsuitable.

5. No information on the operating pattern of the centre is discussed and the legal body which audits suitability
and deems its "fit for purpose" of a building for such a facility

6. No public transport lines are available for the integration of adults back into society .. This is a very remote
building.

7. Hinxworth Place is one if not the oldest houses in the village, any modifications which make it suitable to
accommodate such a large number of adults with differing needs would require significant investment and
approval. This we feel would not be beneficial to the property and its historical standing.

HPC Objected to the application by unanimous vote.

4.3

Planning application: Planning consultation No 25/02260/FP Northway Filling Station Great North Road
Hinxworth Baldock Hertfordshire SG7 5EX

Temporary consent allowing for the erection of a detached food-to-go building (Greggs Pod) and other
associated minor site alterations including the formation of vehicle parking for a period of two years
(development already commenced)

Although we as HPC have not been asked to comment on this application, it does come up on Hinxworth
Search as planning applications. The neighbour to the property has approached us regarding the development
and what appears to be retrospective planning for work that has already been started. We have raised his
concerns with Tom Tyson to see if more attention can be given to. It has since been confirmed that this
application was dealt and heard through Caldecote and Newnham parish Council but no comments are
posted. We urged Tom to liaise with the neighbour to try and understand better the issues he is facing and
could face if the development is approved. We therefore cannot take a vote on this application

5. Finance:

Current Parish Council Funds: Due to the absence of the clerk we only signed the cheques due at this
meeting

6. Highways:
Speed Reduction Project in the High Street: Nothing to report

The Missing Bins: We know have a bin in the high street albeit not the one that was removed. However this
has not been emptied for some time and is overflowing with rubbish we urge the council to be more proactive
with keeping our village clean rubbish free. We stillpush for the remaining lost bins to be returned

The Drains in the High Street: We have requested these be unblocked ASAP as the winter will on us and
they are blocked/

7. Village Hall: Nothing to report.

8. Recreation Ground: The parish council approved the spending of £1995 pounds to repair and replace
damaged fencing gates around the children’s play area along with an attempt to repair the chain-link fence
around the tennis court. This work will be carried out before the next inspection date in November

Lizzie Gabriel said that she and others were starting up a group called CIC (Community Invest Company) to
raise funds for various aspects of the village, one of these was the playground equipment. She tanked the PC
for the work on the playground which is about to happen and hoped we could also help further when they
raised funds to buy new equipment through the new fund-raising body. We said we really wanted to help and
with limited funds we would see what we could do when they had quotes for the work and presented funds
they had raised towards the needed work. We encourage all the village to support Lizzie and the new venture
to make sure we improve our facilities.

9. The Tennis Court see above



10. Allotments: We have now the signed new allotment documents for approval by Chair and Clerk and these
will be completed in the coming weeks

11. Any Other Urgent Business:
The chair proposed the purchase of a HPC laptop for use by the clerk dedicated solely for Hinxworth Paris
Council Business. The sum of £500 was approved by the committee to cover purchase and transfer of all

information to the laptop. We hope to have this done before year end.

HPPC have asked if we could see to increasing our contribution to Church maintenance fund, currently this
stands at £500 per year and we agreed to increase this to £525 for 2026.

The Village Voice has new editors who will take over in the coming few months. Hinxworth PC would like to

thank Karen and Jan for their work and we look forward to receiving new ideas from the incoming team who
will take this forward.

12. The Date of the Next Meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will take place at 7pm on the 6"
November

The meeting closed at 20.50 pm



